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Phase 1: Planning & Decision Stage

Decide your target state and city

Choose your moving month and timeline

Set a realistic moving budget

Research cost of living in the new area

Decide whether to hire movers or move yourself

Start tracking all moving-related expenses

Create a dedicated folder for documents
and receipts

Phase 2: Research & Booking Stage

Research and shortlist reliable moving companies

Request at least 3 written moving quotes

Compare services, pricing, and reviews

Verify mover licenses and credentials

Book your movers or rental truck

Research temporary housing if needed

Finalize your new home or rental agreement

Phase 3: Budget & Financial Preparation

Calculate full moving cost (not just movers)

Save at least 2–3 months of living expenses

Plan for deposits (rent, utilities, etc.)

Inform your bank about relocation

Set aside emergency funds

Track all payments and confirmations

Phase 4: Decluttering & Preparation

Sort items into keep, donate, sell, discard

Sell or donate unwanted items

Dispose of items movers won’t transport

Measure large furniture for your new home

Decide what not to move (heavy or ٓ
low-value items)

Buy packing supplies (boxes, tape, bubble wrap)

Start packing non-essential items early

Label all boxes clearly (room + contents)

Pack fragile items securely

Create an inventory list of important items

Prepare an essentials bag (3–5 days use)

Keep important documents separately Phase 5: Packing Stage

Buy packing supplies (boxes, tape, bubble wrap)

Start packing non-essential items early

Label all boxes clearly (room + contents)

Pack fragile items securely

Create an inventory list of important items

Prepare an essentials bag (3–5 days use)

Keep important documents separately

Back up important digital files

Schedule utility disconnection at current home

Schedule utility setup at new home

Change address with postal service

Update address with banks and subscriptions

Transfer medical and school records

Update insurance policies

Phase 6: Administrative & Utility Setup

Schedule utility disconnection at current home

Schedule utility setup at new home

Change address with postal service

Update address with banks and subscriptions

Transfer medical and school records

Update insurance policies

Cancel or transfer local memberships
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Phase 8: Final Week Before Moving

Confirm booking with movers or truck rental

Pack remaining essentials

Clean your current home

Defrost and clean appliances

Prepare cash or tips for movers if needed

Double-check all rooms and storage areas

Keep phone chargers and essentials ready

Phase 7: Legal & Official Updates

Plan driver’s license update in new state

Plan vehicle registration transfer

Update voter registration

Update tax records if required

Keep all legal documents easily accessible

Phase 10: Arrival & Setup

Inspect all items for damage

Unpack essentials first

Set up bed, bathroom, and kitchen basics

Check utilities (electricity, water, internet)

Test appliances and connections

Dispose of packing materials

Phase 9: Moving Day

Keep essentials bag with you

Supervise loading of items

Take photos of belongings before moving

Lock and secure your old home

Keep important documents with you

Stay in contact with movers during transit

Phase 12: First Month After Moving

Complete all address updates

Register vehicle and update license

Finalize paperwork and records

Evaluate your budget vs actual spending

Adjust to your new lifestyle and routine

Phase 11: Settling In

Explore nearby grocery stores and services

Locate hospitals, pharmacies, and
emergency services

Set up daily routine

Meet neighbors or community

Organize remaining boxes gradually

Review final moving expenses


